
What is the Parent’s 
Guide to Cord Blood 
Foundation?

We are the only organization in the United 
States which maintains databases of both public 
and family (also known as private) cord blood banks. 
Since 1998, our website has provided parents with 
accurate medical information about cord blood   
banking options. Our founder, Frances Verter, PhD, 
is both a mother who lost a child to cancer, plus 
a scientist who studies and publishes on the topic 
of cord blood stem cell preservation.

The information in this pamphlet was reviewed 
by the Scientific and Medical Advisory Panel 
of the Parent’s Guide to Cord Blood Foundation. 
Our panel includes prominent doctors and scientists

Where can I find  
more information?

 Parent’s Guide to 

Cord Blood
 Banking

The blood in a baby’s umbilical cord has the 

power to save lives. By choosing to bank this cord 

blood, parents could help their child, a family 

member or even a stranger. Many states in the 

US have passed laws requiring expectant parents 

to receive information about cord blood banking. 

This brochure is intended to address the educa-

tional requirements of these laws and to answer 

many questions that parents-to-be may have. 

Please ask your health care provider about 

your options for banking your child’s cord blood.

The Parent’s Guide to Cord Blood  
is dedicated in memory of 

What is “cord blood”?
The term “cord blood” is used for blood that is 

drawn from the umbilical cord and the placenta 
after a baby is born. Up until recently this 
afterbirth was discarded as medical waste. Cord 
blood contains stem cells which may be frozen for 
later use in medical therapies, such as stem cell 
transplantation or regenerative medicine.

What are cord blood stem cells?
The umbilical cord and placenta are rich 

sources of stem cells. These are different from 
both the embryonic stem cells in a fertilized egg 
or any stem cells obtained from a child or adult 
person. The stem cells in cord blood can grow 
into blood and immune system cells, as well as 
other types of cells.The creative efforts for this brochure were donated  

by PARTNERS+simons in memory of Shai.

 Mission  
 Statement

Important information about cord blood banking.
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How is cord blood  
collected and banked?

How are cord blood  
stem cells used today?

How may cord blood stem  
cells be used in the future?

www.ParentsGuideCordBlood.org

Suppose someone in my family  
has a disease which can be 
treated with cord blood?

What choices do I have for the 
storage of my child’s cord blood?

Can my child use his/her  
own cord blood?

What types of banks  
store cord blood?

What are the costs of  
banking cord blood?

Who is eligible to donate cord 
blood to a public bank?

Who is eligible to preserve cord 
blood in a family bank?
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